
Teacher Directions
Cut out all the cards and mix them up. Have students read the “A Dog’s Life” comic and then use the text 
to match each main idea card with the supporting detail cards.

‘A Dog’s Life’:   
Main Idea and Supporting Details Sort

Main Idea 1
When Molly was a  

puppy, she lived indoors 
and was treated like part 

of the family.

Main Idea 3
Molly was miserable 

living outdoors, 
constantly chained.

Main Idea 4
The kids got Molly  
and her puppies the  

help that they needed  
and deserved.

Main Idea 2
Molly was left at home 
alone all day, and her 

needs weren’t met.



Justin liked
to play

tug of war
with her.

At night, Ashley would pick her up, hug and ki
 
her, and put her on her bed so she could 

snu�le with her under the covers.

Once, when she 
had b�n 

left home alone 
a
 day, Mo
y got 
bored and chewed 

on the legs 
of the sofa.

He would throw 
a te�is ba� 

and laugh as it 
bounced a� 

over and Mo�y 
ha�ily chased 
and tried to 

catch it.

She didn’t realize that her family considered the couch for humans 
only—those legs l
ked so tempting! Just like the sticks Justin 
would throw for her in the yard.

Once, when she had b�n 
left home alone a
 day, 
Mo
y got bored and chewed 
on the legs of the sofa.

She was t�thing and n�ded 
something to chew on to l�sen 
her baby t�th and s�the her 
aching gums.

She was t�thing 
and n�ded 

something to chew 
on to l�sen 

her baby t�th 
and s�the her 

aching gums.

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 



Mo�y had forgo�en how long she had b
n outside. 
A� she remembered was being so hot in the 
su�ertime that her head felt like it was on fire.

She remembered the time when the other 
dogs started coming around. She didn’t 
understand why they were bothering her, 
and she wished they would go away. 

She tried to get away
from them, but she
couldn’t—she had
nowhere to run or hide.

The kids ran to Rachel’s house and 
told her mother what they had found.

After that, she remembered being hungry a
 the time. It s
med 
like no ma�er how much she ate, she was sti
 hungry. The cold 
weather made it worse—she n
ded extra f�d to k
p her body 
warm when it was cold outside.  

In the winter, she could never get warm 
and had nowhere to sl�p but the cold, 
hard ground. 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 
When the Animal Control o�icer a�ived, she t
k one l
k at the 
pu�ies and at Mo�y, whose f
d bowl was empty and whose water
bowl was frozen and who had nothing but a piece of plyw
d for 
shelter, and knew i�ediately what she had to do.

FOOD

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 



She unh�ked Mo�y 
from her chain ...

... and gently gathered 
up her pu�ies.

Supporting Detail 

I’m taking her 
back to the 
animal shelter, 
where she’� be 
safe and warm.

Supporting Detail 



Note: Students can record the supporting details in any order.

Main Idea 1: When Molly was a puppy, she lived indoors and was treated like 
part of the family.

Supporting Details: , , 

Main Idea 2: Molly was left at home alone all day, and her needs weren’t met.

Supporting Details: , ,  

Main Idea 3: Molly was miserable living outdoors, constantly chained.

Supporting Details: , , , 

Main Idea 4: The kids got Molly and her puppies the help that they needed 
and deserved.

Supporting Details: , , , 

‘A Dog’s Life’:   
Main Idea and Supporting Details Sort

Answer Sheet



Main Idea 1: When Molly was a puppy, she lived indoors and was treated like part  
of the family.

Supporting Details: , , 

Main Idea 2: Molly was left at home alone all day, and her needs weren’t met.

Supporting Details: , , 

Main Idea 3: Molly was miserable living outdoors, constantly chained.

Supporting Details: , , , 

Main Idea 4: The kids got Molly and her puppies the help that they needed and deserved.

Supporting Details: , , , 

‘A Dog’s Life’: Main Idea and Supporting Details Sort 
Student Worksheet
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the shapes located on the supporting detail cards 
for each main idea.

Name 									         Date


