
Teacher Directions
Cut out all the cards and mix them up. Have students read the “A Rat’s Life” comic and then use the text 
to match each main idea card with the supporting detail cards.

‘A Rat’s Life’:  
Main Idea and Supporting Details Sort

Main Idea 1
Rats are friendly 

 and playful.

Main Idea 3
Many people only use 

products that aren’t 
tested on animals.

Main Idea 4
There are lots of modern 

research methods that 
don’t hurt animals.

Main Idea 2
Animals used  

in experiments are 
treated cruelly.



Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 



Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 

Supporting Detail 



Note: Students can record the supporting details in any order.

Main Idea 1: Rats are friendly and playful.

Supporting Details: , , 

Main Idea 2: Animals used in experiments are treated cruelly.

Supporting Details: , , 

Main Idea 3: Many people only use products that aren’t tested on animals.

Supporting Details: , 

Main Idea 4: There are lots of modern research methods that don’t hurt animals.

Supporting Details: , 

‘A Rat’s Life’:  
Main Idea and Supporting Details Sort

Answer Sheet



Main Idea 1: Rats are friendly and playful.

Supporting Details: , , 

Main Idea 2: Animals used in experiments are treated cruelly.

Supporting Details: , , 

Main Idea 3: Many people only use products that aren’t tested on animals.

Supporting Details: , 

Main Idea 4: There are lots of modern research methods that don’t hurt animals.

Supporting Details: , 

‘A Rat’s Life’: Main Idea and Supporting Details Sort 
Student Worksheet
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the shapes located on the supporting detail cards 
for each main idea.

Name 									         Date


