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AWESOME ELEPHANTS!

ELEPHANTS ARE FASCINATING ANIMALS! DID YOU KNOW ...

ELEPHANTS ARE THE LARGEST LAND ANIMALS ELEPHANTS TALK TO EACH OTHER.

ON EARTH., THEY HAVE THE LARGEST BRAINS RESEARCHERS HAVE DISCOVERED

OF ANY ANIMAL. 70 DIFFERENT TYPES OF CALLS THAT
ELEPHANTS USE TO COMMUNICATE WITH
EACH OTHER.

ELEPHANTS' TRUNKS ARE ELEPHANTS USE STICKS ELEPHANTS ARE 600D
STRONG ENOUGH TO PICK | AS TOOLS TO SWEEP SWIMMERS AND USE THEIR
Up TREES 8UT SENSITIVE PATHS, TO SCRATCH TRUNKS LIKE SNORKELS.
ENOU&GH TO PICK A THEMSELVES, TO SWAT

FLOWER. ) FLIES, AND TO DRAW IN

THE DIRT.

ELEPHANTS USE PLANTS AND MINERALS ELEPHANTS LIVE TOGETHER IN FAMILY

TO KEEP THEMSELVES HEALTHY. SOME 6ROUPS, THEY HELP EACH OTHER WHEN
USE THEIR TUSKS TO MINE MINERALS IN THEY'RE IN TROUBLE AND JOIN TOGETHER
CAVES TO SUPPLEMENT THEIR DIETS. TO CARE FOR AND RESCUE THEIR YOUNG.

LEARN MORE ABOUT ELEPHANTS! HELP KEEP ELEPHANTS WILD AND FREE!

“An Elephant’s Life.” Distributed by PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL TREATMENT OF ANIMALS
PETA, 2154 W Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026
Created by Custom Comic Services, Educational and Promotional Comic Books, P.O. Box 1075, Doylestown, PA 18901.
© 1999 EAP. Written by Mike Benton and Scott Deschaine. lllustrated by Jim Woodring. Printed in the U.S.A.



THAT'S MY AUNT ‘
ON THE TRAPEZE!

WOW! LOOK AT THE
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BUT WHERE ARE ALL
THE ANIMALS?!

THIS CIRCUS DOESN'T USE
ANIMALS, LEO.

IF YOU REALLY LIKED
ANIMALS, YOU WOULDN'T
WANT TO SEE THEM KEPT IN
CAGES AND UNHAPPY.

=

" THE CIRCUS 1S OVER—
LET'S GO SEE MY AUNT/

" HI, AUNT ATHENA! THESE ARE MY FRIENDS, o= HOW DID YOU LIKE THE ClRCUS?
TRICIA AND LEO!

HI, ANN/ I'M GLAD YOU CAME
TO THE CIRCUS!

YOU WERE FLYING ON THAT
TRAPEZE!

IT WAS GREAT ... BUT |
REALLY WANTED TO SEE AN
ELEPHANT/




| LIKE ELEPHANTS, TOO! 8UT THEY WHERE ARE WE TO SEE AN OLD
DON'T BELONG IN CIRCUSES! GOING? FRIEND!

DO YOU KIDS WANT TO 60 SEE
SOMETHING REALLY EXCITING?!

ALL WILD ELEPHANTS LIVE IN AFRICA
AND ASIA!

WHY ARE YOU SO INTERESTED IN
ELEPHANTS, LEO?

ELEPHANTS ARE AWESOME!
THEY'RE THE BIGGEST LAND
ANIMALS ON EARTH!

ELEPHANTS LIVE IN FAMILY GROUPS CALLED HERDS. A HERD USUALLY HAS SEVERAL
FEMALE ELEPHANTS, THEIR YOUNG-ADULT DAUGHTERS, AND THEIR BABIES. THE OLDEST
AND LARGEST FEMALE ELEPHANT IS THE LEADER OF THE FAMILY. ADULT MALE ELEPHANTS
LIVE APART FROM THE HERD MOST OF THE TIME.
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BABY ELEPHANTS SPEND MUCH OF THEIR
TIME WALKING, PLAYING, AND DRINKING

THE 8ABY ELEPHANTS ARE
CARED FOR 8Y THEIR MOTHERS.
AUNTS, COUSINS, AND SISTERS
ALSO HELP TAKE CARE OF
THE BABIES.

DID YOU KNOW THAT ELEPHANTS CAN TALK

ELEPHANTS CARE FOR SICK OR INJURED ) TO EACH OTHER?

FAMILY MEMBERS. WHEN ELEPHANTS DIE,
THEIR FAMILIES MOAN, CRY, AND 8LRY
THEM UNDER BRANCHES, GRASS,
AND EARTH,.

ELEPHANTS TALK 8Y TRUMPETING, SQUEAKING, AND RUMBLING. MOTHERS
QUIETLY HUM AND “SING” TO THEIR BABIES TO KEEP THEM HAPPY.

ELEPHANTS CAN TALK OVER LONG
DISTANCES WITH RUMBLINGS THAT THE
HUMAN EAR CAN'T EVEN HEAR/
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LET'S TAKE A BREAK—
| BROUGHT A SNACK!

ALEXANDER, HOW DO YOU KNOW SO MUcCH

ABOUT ELEPHANTS?

WE USED TO WORK IN A CIRCUS THAT
USED ELEPHANTS. IT MADE ME WANT TO
LEARN MORE ABOUT THEM.

WE EVEN BECAME FRIENDS WITH
ONE ELEPHANT.

HER NAME WAS DAISY. HERE'S
HER PICTURE!

COME ON, YOU DUMB BEAST/!
GET GOING!

STOP THAT! WHAT
ARE YOU DOING?!

[ AND SENSITIVE. WE STARTED VISITING HER

WE LEARNED THAT DAISY WAS INTELLIGENT

BETWEEN PERFORMANCES.
THEN ONE DAY ...

WE &OT A SHOW TO PUT ON/ | GOTTA
MAKE HER MOVE!

TAKE IT EASY! THAT BULLHOOK
HURTS HER! I'LL BE WATCHING YOU!

|




}(WE DECIDED TO LEARN MORE ABOUT DAISY ’ DAISY’S STORY IS THE SAME

AND HOW SHE 6OT TO THE CIRCUS. (5Y5) AS THOSE OF MOST CAPTIVE
4 é ELES/HANTS.’ SHE STAQ';ED
) 2 LIFE WITH HER HAPPY FAMILY
TELL US, AUNT ATHENA/ IN THE WILO.
I ALWAYS WONDERED 1y )
WHERE ELEPHANTS IN Sy //j‘t‘
CIRCUSES CAME FROM., " o L -
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SHE PLAYED WITH HER
BROTHERS AND SISTERS AS
SHE EXPLORED HER WORLD.

8UT HER PEACEFUL LIFE WOULD
SOON B8E CHANGED FOREVER ...
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MEN INVADED THE ELEPHANTS’ HOME. THEY WERE PAID TO CAPTURE 8ABY
ELEPHANTS TO SELL TO CIRCUSES.
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DAISY WOULD NEVER SEE
HER FAMILY AGAIN,

BABY ELEPHANTS ARE CHAINED AND
SOMETIMES BEATEN EVERY DAY TO BREAK
THEIR SPIRITS ...

DAISY'S LEGS WERE CHAINED SO SHE COULDON'T MOVE. SOMETIMES
ELEPHANTS ARE CHAINED TIGHTLY AROUND THEIR NECKS SO THEY CAN'T EVEN
MOVE THEIR HEADS. OFTEN THEY ARE CHAINED FOR LONG PERIODS TO MAKE

THEM OBEY.
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ELEPHANTS ARE TRAINED OR PUNISHED
WITH SHARP POINTED HOOKS OR WHIPS.
THESE GIANT CREATURES HAVE SENSITIVE

SKIN AND FEEL GREAT PAIN FROM
THIS TREATMENT.

AN ELEPHANT'S
LIFE IN THE CIRCUS IS
VERY DIFFERENT FROM

LIFE IN THE WILD.




INTHE WILD § /N CAPTIVITY

ELEPHANTS CAN WALK UP TO 30 MILES ELEPHANTS ARE CHAINED IN PLACE AND KEPT
A DAY AND MAY HAVE UP TO 4O SQUARE IN SMALL LIVING AREAS. THEY ARE MOVED
MILES OF TERRITORY. .. LONG DISTANCES IN CRAMPED TRAIN CARS

- ems e, s Ny OR TRUCKS WITH LITTLE EXERCISE, AND THEY
@ e GET LEG PAIN AND FOOT INJURIES.

ELEPHANTS USE LEAVES AND MUD TO KEEP
THEIR BODIES COOL AND PREVENT SLINBLIRN,

', ELEPHANTS ARE OFTEN CHAINED IN THE
SUN OR ON HOT TRAIN CARS FOR LONG
PERIODS OF TIME.

\

ELEPHANTS EAT A VARIETY OF FRESH GRASSES, .!' ELEPHANTS ARE USUALLY FED ONLY DRIED
LEAVES, FRUIT, BARK, AND AQUATIC PLANTS. ' HAY AND GRAINS.
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FEMALE ELEPHANTS STAY WITH THEIR FAMILIES
ALL THEIR LIVES. MALE ELEPHANTS STAY WITH
THEIR FAMILIES FOR 10 TO 15 YEARS.

ELEPHANTS ARE SEPARATED FROM THEIR
FAMILIES WHEN THEY'RE VERY YOLING.

— ELEPHANTS CAN LIVE UP TO 70 YEARS IN THE WILD.,

[ ——— =, \ WITH SLCH LINNATLIRAL TREATMENT, CAPTIVE ELEPHANTS
e LSUALLY LIVE ONLY ABOUT HALF THAT LONG.




ALL ELEPHANTS IN CIRCUSES HAVE A HARD
LIFE IN CAPTIVITY ... AND DAISY WAS
NO DIFFERENT.

WE REALIZED THAT THE CIRCUS USED
ANIMALS ONLY TO MAKE MONEY. IT DION'T
MATTER IF THE ANIMALS WEREN'T HAPPY.

WE HEARD ABOUT A NEW CIRCUS THAT
DION'T USE ANIMALS.

WE DECIOED TO JOIN IT AND
STOP HELPING THE CIRCUS THAT
HURT ANIMALS.

~
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YEAH! BESIDES, I'M AMAZED WHAT PEOPLE
CAN DO! YOU eUYS WERE AWESOME!

| THOUGHT A CIRCUS NEEDED ANIMALS!
AFTER WHAT | JUST HEARD, I'M 6LAD YOU
DON'T USE ANIMALS IN YOUR CIRCUS.

ARE YOU eUYS READY
TO HIKE?

SURE,
LET'S 6O!

TO SEE OUR
OLD FRIEND!

WHERE ARE
WE GOING?




ARE THERE OTHER CIRCLSES THAT
DON'T USE ANIMALS?
e — i

YES, AND MORE CIRCUSES

ARE LEARNING THAT THEY DON'T
NEED ANIMALS TO

ENTERTAIN PEOPLE.

IN FACT, SOME TOWNS HAVE BANNED
BECAUSE THEY ARE DANGEROUS TO
CRACK LINDER STRESS, TRY TO RUN

CIRCUSES WITH CAPTIVE ANIMALS Z
PEOPLE. SOMETIMES ELEPHANTS
AWAY ... AND ARE SHOT/

WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO DAISY?

e

OUR OLD CIRCUS WAS FINED FOR
MISTREATING THE ANIMALS. THE
OWNER DECIDED TO SELL DAISY.

=) FROM AN ASSOCIATION THAT HELPS
CAPTIVE ELEPHANTS.

EVERYBODY WHO KNEW AND LIKED
DAISY GAVE MONEY TO HELP US
RESCUE HER. WE ALSO 0T FUNDS

THE DAY FINALLY CAME WHEN DAISY WAS
TO 8E FREED. SHE SEEMED TO SENSE
SOMETHING WAS DIFFERENT AS ALEXANDER
APPROACHED HER.




IT FELT GREAT TO BREAK DAISY’'S
CHAINS.

WE CAN ALL HELP BREAK THE
CHAINS OF OTHER ELEPHANTS IN
CIRCUSES, TOO!




/ DON'T 60 TO CIRCUSES THAT USE
CAPTIVE ANIMALS! IF PEOPLE STOPPED

PAYING TO SEE ELEPHANTS, CIRCUSES

WOULD STOP USING THEM.

AN

TICKETS

ASK YOUR PARENTS TO
TELL LOCAL OFFICIALS
THEY DON'T WANT CIRCUSES
WITH CAPTIVE ANIMALS!

B

SPEAK UP FOR ELEPHANTS!! TELL YOUR

&

FAMILY AND FRIENDS WHY ANIMAL-FREE
CIRCUSES ARE BETTER/

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN
HELP PROTECT ANIMALS.
CONTACT ORGANIZATIONS
THAT CARE FOR AND HELP
PROTECT ANIMALS.
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IF EVERYBODY HELPS, WE CAN HELP
BREAK THE CHAINS OF CAPTIVE ANIMALS
IN CIRCUSES.
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DAISY 1S LUCKY! SHE LIVES IN AN
ELEPHANT SANCTUARY WHERE SHE
CAN ROAM FREE.

MOST CAPTIVE ELEPHANTS NEVER
GET THEIR FREEDOM/

AN

IT'S BEST TO LET WILD ELEPHANTS
STAY WILD!

WE NEED TO LET CIRCUSES KNOW
THAT WE DON’'T WANT ANIMALS HELD
CAPTIVE FOR OUR ENTERTAINMENT/
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ELEPHANT RESCUEY a5,

A MOTHER ELEPHANT NAMED MA SHWE
LIVED WITH HER BABY 8Y A RIVER IN INDIA,
ONE DAY, AFTER HEAVY RAINS, THE RIVER
BEGAN TO RISE.

THE FLOODWATERS CARRIED THE BABY
DOWNSTREAM, MA SHWE TRIED TO HOLD
ON TO HER B8ABY, 8UT THE WATERS
WASHED THE BABY AWAY.
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MA SHWE RUSHED DOWNSTREAM AND
PLUNGED INTO THE RAGING RIVER, SHE
GRABBED HER BABY AND SET HER ON A

THEN SHE FELL BACK INTO THE WATER. HER
B8ABY STAYED ON THE LEDGE, SHIVERING
AND AFRAID.

THE B8ABY HEARD A TRUMPETING SOUND—
IT WAS HER MOTHER! MA SHWE HAD
ESCAPED THE RIVER AND WAS RUNNING
BACK TO HER CHILD!

AS THE WATERS WENT DOWN, MA SHWE
MADE SOFT HUMMING NOISES TO CALM
THE LITTLE ELEPHANT, JUST LIKE ANY
FAMILY, THEY WERE GLAD TO B8E BACK
TOGETHER AGAIN,




KEEP ELEPHANTS

FREE!

SUBSCRIBE TO PETA KIDS E-NEWS!
Get the latest updates and info on contests, freebies,
tips on easy ways you can help our animal friends,
details about how some of your fave celebs are getting in on the act, too,
and more. Check out PETAKids.com and sign up for our free
monthly e-news today!

TeachKind
Free humane-education materials
for K-12 and college educators are available by writing to
Info@teachkind.org
or visiting
TeachKind.org.

If you would like additional copies of this comic book, please write to
Elephant Comic c/o PETA, 2154 W Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026.
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